
Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA
Vol. 87, pp. 9524-9528, December 1990
Biochemistry

Molecular cloning of the human hepatitis C virus genome from
Japanese patients with non-A, non-B hepatitis

(RNA virus/gene structure/nucleotide sequence)

NOBUYUKI KATO, MAKOTO HIJIKATA, YUKO OOTSUYAMA, MASANORI NAKAGAWA, SHOWGO OHKOSHI,
TAKASHI SUGIMURA, AND KUNITADA SHIMOTOHNO
Virology Division, National Cancer Center Research Institute, 5-1-1, Tsukiji, Chuo-ku, Tokyo 104, Japan

Contributed by Takashi Sugimura, August 31, 1990

ABSTRACT The nucleotide sequence of the Japanese type
of hepatitis C virus (HCV-J) genome, consisting of 9413
nucleotides, was determined by analyses of cDNA clones from
plasma specimens from Japanese patients with chronic hepa-
titis. HCV-J genome contains a long open reading frame that
can encode a sequence of 3010 amino acid residues. Compar-
ison ofHCV-J with the American isolate ofHCV showed 22.6%
difference in nucleotide sequence and 15.1% difference in
amino acid sequence. Thus HCV-J and the American isolate of
HCV are probably different subtypes ofHCV. The relationship
of HCV-J with other animal RNA virus families and the
putative organization of the HCV-J genome are discussed.

Non-A, non-B hepatitis (NANBH), which occurs in some
patients after blood transfusion, is caused by viral infection
and frequently develops into chronic hepatitis and cirrhosis
(1) and hepatocellular carcinoma (2). A cDNA clone derived
from the most probable etiological agent, named hepatitis C
virus (HCV), was obtained by immunoscreening a cDNA
library derived from the plasma of a chimpanzee chronically
infected with HCV (3). By using an anti-HCV ELISA with
recombinant HCV antigen (C100) expressed in yeast, serum
antibody against C100 protein was detected in 70-80% of the
chronic NANBH patients examined in Japan, Italy, and the
United States (4). Furthermore, a high incidence of the
antibody in patients with hepatocellular carcinoma was also
reported (5-7).
The HCV genome is considered to be a positive-stranded

RNA molecule ofabout 10 kilobases and its partial nucleotide
sequence (7310 nucleotides) has been determined (8). A
search for sequence homology of the HCV genome indicated
that this virus is slightly related to flaviviruses and pesti-
viruses (9). We have frequently detected the HCV genome in
plasma and liver specimens from patients with NANBH by
reverse transcription followed by the polymerase chain re-
action (RT-PCR) (10, 11) and found that Japanese isolates
(HCV-J) showed sequence variations from the original isolate
in the United States (HCV-US) (10, 12). On RT-PCR se-
quence analyses of the region of the putative nonstructural
protein 5 (NS5) of 19 HCV-J isolates, we found that 14-17%
of the nucleotide sequence differed from that of HCV-US
(12). The nucleotide sequences of the HCV-J isolates showed
several characteristic common differences from that ofHCV-
US, although 2.5-11% sequence diversity was detected
among the HCV-J isolates (12). These results suggested the
existence of at least two subtypes of HCV in the world. To
clarify this point, we molecularly cloned the almost whole
HCV-J viral genome and compared its nucleotide sequence*
with the published portions of genome sequence of HCV-US
(8).

METHODS
Preparation of Nucleic Acids. RNAs from samples of

plasma from NANBH patients with high values of alanine
aminotransferase were prepared as described (10).
RT-PCR. RT-PCR using RNA from plasma was carried

out as described (12, 13). Oligonucleotide primers were
designed from the nucleotide sequence of the HCV-J or
HCV-US (8, 10, 12).

Construction of cDNA Libraries. RNAs from plasma sam-
ples of nine patients with NANBH, in which the HCV
genome was detected by the RT-PCR, were used for making
the cDNA libraries. A cDNA library of these RNAs was
prepared in Agtll using several primers, which were designed
from the nucleotide sequence of HCV-J obtained by RT-
PCR, and a cDNA synthesis kit from Bethesda Research
Laboratory (14). For isolation of the 3' end of the HCV-J
genome, another cDNA library was prepared using oligo(dT)
primer, after polyadenylylation of plasma RNAs with Esch-
erichia coli poly(A) polymerase (15).

Cloning and Sequencing. RT-PCR products were molecu-
larly cloned as described (10, 12). To avoid the possibility of
misreading by Thermus aquaticus polymerase, we isolated
three clones and determined their nucleotide sequences by
the dideoxy-nucleotide chain-termination method (DNA se-
quencing kit, United States Biochemical). cDNA libraries
were screened by the method of Benton and Davis (16) with
cDNA fragments of the HCV-J genome obtained by RT-PCR
as probes. The cDNA inserts of Agtll obtained were sub-
cloned into pTZ19R plasmid vector and used for sequence
analysis.

RESULTS
Nucleotide Sequence and Deduced Amino Acid Sequence of

the HCV-J Genome. The nucleotide sequences ofclones 1-23,
which were obtained by the RT-PCR and cloning of the
cDNA library, were determined (Fig. 1). Adjacent sequences
of these clones were overlapped to construct the sequences
of the almost whole HCV-J genome of 9413 nucleotides. The
base composition of this sequence is 20.0o adenine, 21.4%
thymine, 30.0% cytosine, and 28.6% guanine. This sequence
has a single open reading frame (ORF) of 9030 nucleotides
beginning at the first ATG at nucleotide 330. This ORF spans
virtually the entire length of the RNA, excluding 329 nucle-
otides of 5' untranslated region and only 54 nucleotides of 3'
untranslated region. No other long ORF that is able to code
for more than 134 amino acid residues was found in either the

Abbreviations: HCV, hepatitis C virus; NANBH, non-A, non-B
hepatitis; HCV-J, Japanese type of HCV; HCV-US, American type
ofHCV; PCR, polymerase chain reaction; RT, reverse transcription;
RT-PCR, RT followed by PCR; NS, nonstructural; ORF, open
reading frame.
*The sequence reported in this paper has been deposited in the
GenBank data base (accession no. D90208).
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FIG. 1. Physical maps of HCV-J-derived cDNA clones chosen for nucleotide sequencing and their positions relative to the. RNA genome.
Thick bars indicate the cDNA clones obtained from cDNA libraries and open boxes indicate the cDNA clones obtained by RT-PCR. Assignment
of the structural region is described in the Discussion.

sense or the complementary strand of the RNA genome. The
complete nucleotide sequences of the HCV-J cDNA clones
and the deduced amino acid sequence of the long ORF are
shown in Fig. 2.
Comparison of Nucleotide and Deduced Amino Acid Se-

quences of the HCV-J and HCV-US Genomes. The nucleotide
sequences of the HCV-US genome from residue 1282 to
residue 1672 and from residue 1678 to residue 9178, which
have been reported (8, 17), were compared with the corre-
sponding sequences in HCV-J. The percentage homologies in
blocks of 99 nucleotides or 33 amino acids were calculated,
and the values are shown schematically in Fig. 3. No region
shows more than 90% homology of nucleotide sequences, but
at the amino acid sequence level several portions, including
the central and C-terminal portions, of the putative protein
show nearly 100% homology with those of the HCV-US
genome. Nucleotide changes appear to be distributed
throughout the genome, with divergences ranging from 10.1
to 39.4% in the translated region. Only 22.3% of the base
changes result in amino acid substitutions. The difference in
nucleotide sequences between HCV-J and HCV-US is 22.6%
and the difference in amino acid sequences is 15.1%. Nota-
bly, one amino acid is missing between positions 2413 and
2414 of HCV-J, as judged by comparison with the sequence
of HCV-US (Fig. 2). This amino acid was also missing in
three other cDNA clones derived from three patients (data
not shown), and so this deletion appears to be characteristic
of the HCV-J genome.

DISCUSSION
In this report, HCV-J was molecularly cloned from the
plasma ofNANBH patients by the RT-PCR method and from
cDNA libraries primed with specific primers, and the nucle-
otide sequences ofthe cDNAs obtained were determined. We
found that the HCV-J genome has a long ORF that can
encode a polyprotein of 3010 amino acids and shows se-
quence differences from HCV-US. Previous analyses of
limited regions of HCV-J, which corresponds to the NS5 of
flavivirus and is the most conservative domain, showed
sequence differences in HCV-J and HCV-US (10, 12). In the
present study, we found that sequence differences were
located throughout the genomes and that approximately 23%
of the nucleotide sequences ofthe two is different. Therefore,
we propose that HCV-J and HCV-US are different subtypes
of HCV.
A homology search using the partial sequence of the

HCV-US genome indicated that HCV is related to flavi-
viruses and pestiviruses (9). As for HCV-US (9), the Ala-
Gln-Arg-Arg-Gly-Arg-Xaa-Gly-Arg amino acid sequence
(amino acid residues 1485-1493 in this work) is conserved in
HCV-J, Dengue virus (18), Kunjin virus (19), Japanese en-
cephalitis virus (15), yellow fever virus (20), West Nile virus
(21), hog cholera virus (22), and bovine viral diarrhea virus
(23), except that, in HCV-US, the first position of this
conserved amino acid sequence is threonine instead of ala-

nine. This conserved sequence is located in the central
portion of the NS3 protein and is specific in flaviviruses and
pestiviruses. HCV-J polyprotein and the NS5 proteins of
flaviviruses and pestiviruses contain the third motif (Gly-
Asp-Asp motif, amino acid residues 2736-2738 in HCV-J) of
the four conserved motifs in RNA-dependent-polymerase-
encoding elements (24). The distance between Ala-Gln-Arg-
Arg-Gly-Arg-Xaa-Gly-Arg and the Gly-Asp-Asp motif in
HCV-J polyprotein is 1243 amino acids. This distance is more
like those in flaviviruses (amino acids 1213-1228) than those
in pestiviruses (amino acids 1528-1529).
The polyprotein of HCV-J could be processed by cellular

proteases (including signalase or Golgi proteases) and viral
protease, as proposed for other flaviviruses (25). The first 120
amino acids of the N-terminal portion of the ORF are rich in
basic amino acids (arginine and lysine, 23%) and proline
(13%), like those in the core proteins of other flaviviruses
(25). Furthermore, 15 putative N-glycosylation sites are
clustered from amino acid 196 to amino acid 645, as in the
envelope proteins of other pestiviruses (22, 23). The hydro-
phobicity profile of the N-terminal region is also partially
similar to those of flaviviruses (25) and pestiviruses (22, 23).
These features of the HCV-J RNA genome suggest that the
N-terminal portion (700-800 amino acids) of this virus en-
codes the viral structural protein. In particular, the viral core
protein may be created by cleavage at about amino acid 190,
which is located after signal sequences that contain hydro-
phobic regions preceding the envelope protein.
The structure of the HCV-J genome determined in this

work has mosaic features of the Japanese type, because it has
been determined from a mixture of nine plasma samples that
were positive for the HCV-J genome by RT-PCR. It should
be noticed that there is 2.5-11% sequence diversity among
the HCV-J isolates in the region ofclone 20 (see Fig. 1), which
is the most conserved region (12). In addition to 23 cDNA
clones from which the sequence of the whole genome of
HCV-J was determined, we obtained several other cDNA
clones during screening of the cDNA library. The nucleotide
sequences of these clones also show approximately 10%
sequence diversity from the representative sequence of the
HCV-J genome (data not shown).
The nucleotide sequences of two NS regions derived from

HCV-J were reported (26, 27). These sequences of 583
(corresponding to residues 4676-5258 of HCV-J) and 269
(corresponding to residues 6856-7124 of HCV-J) nucleotides
also showed 7% and 10% sequence diversity, respectively,
from that of the HCV-J genome. Furthermore, two other
groups reported sequences of the 5' terminus of the HCV
genome; Okamoto et al. (28) reported the sequences of two
strains, HC-J1 and HC-J4 (corresponding to residues 6-1868
of HCV-J) and Takeuchi et al. (29) reported the sequence of
one strain (corresponding to residues 240-1652 of HCV-J).
All these nucleotide sequences except that of HC-J1 showed
more than 90% homology with each other. The sequences of
these strains can be included in the category of sequence
variations of HCV-J isolates. However, the HC-J1 strain
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HGPCCA TPLLYRCTLTTACa A VQNEVTTCAAAATGTCACTCTCCACICCCATAACCAAATAC ATCATGGCATGCATGTCMS CTGACCTGCAGGTCTAT AGCACCLTV CGGGTC
H G P T P L L Y R L G A V Q N E V T L T H P I T K Y I M A C M S A D L E V V T S T V V L V G G V

CrTGCGCTCTGGCCCCGTA:TGCCCTGACGACAGG;CAGCGTGGTCATTGTGG;GCAGGATCATCTTGTCCGGGAGGCCAGCTGTrATTCCCGACAGGGAAGTCCTCTACCAGGAGTTCGATGAGATGGAAGAGTGTGCTCAC:^

C

c
L A A L A A Y C L T T G S V V I V G R I I L S G R P A V I P D R E V L Y Q E F D E M E E C A S H

CTCCCTTACATCGAsGCAAGGAATGCAGCTCGCCGA CAATTCAAACAGAG CGCTCG GATTGCTGCA ACAGCCACCAAGAACGA GCTGCTGCCCCGTGGTGGAGTCCAAGGCAOCT =TGAGGrI-
L P Y I E Q G M Q L A E Q F K Q K A L G L L Q T a T X Q A E A A A P V V E S K V R A L E V F V A

ALACACATGTGGAACTTCATC GATACAGTACT TATCCACTC ICC IGATAGCATCATTGVIVTYDSTTACAGCCTCTATCACCAGHCCGCTCACACCCAAAATACTAAC
X H M N N F I S G I Q Y L A G L S T L P G N P A I A S L M A F T A S I T S P L T T Q N T L L F N

ATCTTGGGGCGATGGGTGGCTGCCCAMCTCGCTCCCCCAGCGsCTGSCTTTTCGTGg~;GGCGCGCATTGCCGGTGCG;OG=TTGG;CAl CATACGGTCTCGCAAGMGTACTTGTGGACATTCG=CTATGG=GGO
I L G G N V A A Q L A P P S A A S A F V G A G I A G A A V G S I G L G X V L V D I L A G Y G A G

GTGGCTGG WVAGAAPC SGGCGAGATGCCCTCCACTGATCTGGTTAAACTCCCTGCA GICGCTGGCDCGTCGTGTGCGCAGCAATACTGCGTCGGCACGT
V A G A L V A F X V M S G E M P S T E D L V N L L P A I L S P G A L V V G V V C A A I L R R H V

GGCCOGGGAGArGGCTTCGGATGAACCGGcTGATAG CGTTCGcTTTC~GGACGCGGTACCA(ToCsccTCCCACTCT~ccAT XCAGAc ACGCCGGoCGGTGTTACTCAGATCCTCTCCAGCCTTACCATCACT
G P G E G A v Q W M N R L I A F A S R G N H V S P T H r v P E S D A A A R V T Q I L S S L T I T

CAGTTGCTGAAGAGGTC cATCAGTGGATTAATGAGGACTGC TCCACGT TGTTccGGcTcGTGGCTAGG cTT=ACTNGGATATGCC cGGTG TGAGTGACTTC AAGATGC CCAGTcCAACTCCGCCGGG
Q L L X R L H Q N I I E D C S T P C S G S V L X D V N D N I C T V L S D F X T N L Q S X L L P R

TTACCGGGACTCCCTTTCCTGTCATGCCAACGCGTAAGGGATCGI MGTGCATCATGCAAACCACCTGSCCATGTGGAGCACAGATCACCGGACATGTCAAAATWCTCCATGAGGATTGTTGGACMM
L P G L P F L S C Q R G r x G v V R G D G I M Q T T C P C G A Q I T G H V X N G S M R I V G P X

ACCTGCAGCAACACGTGCTGGACATTOCCAT~CACGCATACACACGG=CCT ACCCTCCAGG~CGCGcAACTTCCAGsGcGACTAGC cTGTGGCGTCGCTGAGGTGTGGAGGTnACGCGGGGGGAT
T C S N T N H G T F P I N A Y T T G P C T P S P A P N Y S R a L V R V A A E E Y V E V T R V G D

TrCCACTACGTGACGGGCATGACCACTGACAACGTGAAATGCCCATGCCSCAGCTCCAGcCTGAATTTTAcCGGAGGTGsATGGAGTAGCACGGTATGCTCCAGTGTGATCCTCcTCCTcACGAGAGGAGGTcGTA
F H r v T G M T T D N V X C P C Q v P A P E F F T E V D G v R L H R r A P v C K P L L R E E V V

TrCCAGGTCGGGCTCAACCAGTACCTGGTCGGGTCACAGCTCCCATGTGAGCCCGAACCGGATGTGGAGTGCTCACTTCCATGCTCACCGACCCCTCTCATATTACAGCAGAGACGGCCAAGCGTAGGCTGGCCAGGGGTCT
F Q V G L N Q r L V G s Q L P C E P E P D V a v L T S M L T D P S H I T A E T A K R R L A R G S

CCCCCCTCCTTGGCCAGCTCTTCAGCrAGCC AGT :TTCTTGAA GAATGTACTACCCATCATGACTCOCCGGACGCTGACCTCATCGAGGCCAACCCC~aTGTGG:GGCAGGAGATGGGCGAATCACC
P P S L A s s s A s Q L S A P S L X A T C T T H H D S P D A D L I E A N L L N R Q E M G G N I T

CGTGTGGAGTCAGAAMATAAGGTGCTAAT :IGACTCTTCGATCCGATTC GG ;CGGTGGAGGATGGAGG TATCCCT = GATCCTG CW CCAGGAAGTTCCCCCCAGCGTTGCCCATATGGGCACGC
R V E S E N K V V I L D S F D P I R A V E D E R E I S V P A E I L R K P R K F P P A L P I V A R

CCGGATTACAACCCTCCACTGCTAGATCCTGGAA;GGACCCGGACTACGTCCCCCCCGGTGGTACACGGTGCCTTGCaCATCTACCAAGGCCCCCCCAATACCACCTCCACGGAGM~GAGGTTGTCCTGACAGAGTCC
P D r N P P L L E S N X D P D r v P P v v H G C P L P S T K A P P I P P P R R K R T V V L T E S

ACCGTGTCTTCTGCCTTGCCCGAGCTCGCTACTAAGACCTTTGGCAGCTCCG GG~IGGAGCGCGCCTC GATCAGGCCTCCCACGACGGCGACA~AATCCGACGTTGAGTCGTACTCC
T V S S A L A E L A T X T F G S S G S S A V D S G T A T G P P D Q A S D D G D X G S D V E S r S

TCCATGCCCCCCCTCCAGGAGAGCAGGGGACCCCGACrCTCAGCACGGGTCTTGGTCTACCGTGANG;GGAA TGCAGGACGTCGT:TGrGCTCAATGTCCTT=CTGAGAGTGCCTTGATCQCGCCATGCCTN
S M P P L E G E P G D P D L S D G S V S T V S G E A G E D V V C C S M S r T V T G A L I T P C A

GCGAGAGTTCCCATCAATCCGTTGAGCAACTCTETEPA I GVCACTGAAGATGCAAGTCVGACGACCAC
A E E S K L P I N P L S N S L L R H H S M V r S T T S R S A S L R Q K K V T F D R L Q V L D D H

TACCGGGACGTGCTCAAGGAGATGACGAAGGCGWTSCCACAGTAAGCAGCTCTATCTATAGGAGCTGCMAAATGACGCCCCCACATTCGGCCMATOAATTGCTACCCMATT AW GGAE;AGCCTA
Y R D V L K E N K A K A S T V K A R L L S I E E A C K L T P P H S A X S K F G r G A K D V R S L

TCCAGCAGGGCCC TCAACCACATCCGCTCGGGAATGTGAAATAACACCMTTTACAATCATCCAAAATGAGTTCGCTCCAACCGAGAGAGCGAGCCAGCTCGCTT
S S R A V N H I R S V N E D L L E D T E T P I D T T I N A X N E V F C V Q P E X G G R X P -A R L

ATCGTATrCCCAG;ACCTGGGGGTACGTGTATGCGAAGTGGCTACGAiCGTGGTCTCCA CCCTTCCTCAGGWCGTGATGGGCCCCTCATACGGATTCCAGTACTCTCCTGGGCAGCGGGTCGAGTTCCTGGTGAATACC
I V F P D L G V R V C E X M A L r D V V S T L P Q A V M G P S r G F Q r s P G Q R V E F L V N T

TGGAATCAAAGAAATGCCCTATGGGCTTCTCATGCACCGeaCTGCTTTGAulCTCATCACTGAGAGCTTACTGAGGAATCAATTTACC AATGTTGTGACTGG CCCCGAAGCCAGGCAGGCCATAAGGTCC
N X S X X C P M G F S Y D T R C F D S T V T E N D I R T E E S I r Q C C D L A P E A R Q A I R S

CTCACAGAGCGGCTTTATGTCGGGGGTCCCCTGACTAATTCGAAGGGGCAGCTG ACG TGMCTGGCAAGTGTTGC GTTGACGACTAGCTGGCAC CCCT CACATTATTGAGCCACTGCCCTGT
L T E R L Y V G G P L T N S X G Q N C G r R R C R A S G V L T T S C G N T L T C r L K A T A A C

CGAGCTGCAAXcCCCA;GCACTGCACCATGCTCGTGAACGGGACCACCCCTTATCTGTGAGATGTGC=M=ACAGGAGGATGCGGCGGCCCTACQGCCTTCACGGAGGCTATGACTAGGTATTCCGCCCCCCCGGC
R A A K L Q D C T M L v N G D D L V V I C E S a G T Q E D A A A L R A F T E A M T R r s A P P G

GACCCGCCCCAACCAGAATACGACTTCGAGCTGATAACGTCATGCTCCTCCAATGTGTCGCTCGCGCACGATGCATCCGGCAAAGGTGACTACCTCACCCCGTGACCCCACCACCOCCCTCGCACGGGCTGC(GTGGGAGACA
D P P Q P E Y D L £ L I T S C S S N V S V A H D a S G X R V r r L T R D P T T P L a R a a V E T

GTTAGACACACTCCAGTCAACTCCrGCCTAGGCAATATCATCATGTATGCGCCCAOCCCTATGG;GCGAGGATGATTCTGATGACTCATTTCTTCTCTATCCrTCTAGCTCAGCAGCAACTTGAAAAAGCCCTGCATTGTCAGATC
V R H T P V N S N L G N I I M r a P T L V a R M I L M T H F F s I L L a Q E Q L E X A L D C Q I

TACGGG;GCCrGTTACrCCATTGAGCCACTTGACCTACC CAGATCATTGAACGAC TCCATGGTCTTAGCG CATMTTACTCCACAGTTACTCTCCAGGTGAGATATG aTvATTATGCCTCAGAAWTTGGTACCG
Y G A C Y S I E P L D L P Q I I E R L H G L S a F s L H s r S P G E I N R V a s c L R K L G v P

CCTTGCCAGTCTGGAAATCGGGCCAGAAGTGTCCGCGCTAAG TACTGTCCCAG=GWACTTGCGGCAATACTCTTCAACTGGGAGTAAAGACCAGCTTAAATCCCAATCc=CTGCG;TCC
P L R V N R H R A R S V R A X L L S Q G G R A A T C G X r L F N N A v x T X L x L T P I P A A S

CAGCTAGACTTGTCCGWGGTTCGTTGCTGGTTACAACGWGGGAGACATATATCAC TC TGCCC ACCCCCGTTGGTTCATGTTGTGCCTACTCCTACTTTCTGTA AGGGCTAGGCATCTACCTGCTCCCCAACCGG
Q L D L S G N F V A G r N G G D I Y H S L S R A R P R V F M L C L L L L S V G V G I r L L P N R

TGAACGGGACAACCACTCCAGGCCAATAGGCCATTCCCTTTTTTTrTC!
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FIG. 2. Nucleotide sequence of HCV-J and deduced amino acid sequence of the long ORF. Nucleotide residues are numbered from the 5'
end of the genomic RNA, and amino acid residues are numbered from the first methionine of polyprotein. Underlines indicate potential sites
of N-linked glycosylation. The arrow shows the position of the one amino acid missing compared with the sequence of the HCV-US genome.
Repeated nucleotide sequences in the 3' untranslated regions are double underlined. For nucleotide exchanges between overlapping cDNA
clones, upstream cDNA clones are given priority for convenience.

shows only 80% homology with the other HCV-J strains and Clone 1 in this work starts at nucleotide -5 of HC-J4, and
is highly homologous (more than 95%) with HCV-US. Since so this HCV-J cDNA may cover the 5' terminus of the viral
we found 2-7.6% sequence diversity among HCV-US iso- genome. It is noteworthy that we found the thymine stretch
lates derived from plasma samples of Japanese hemophiliacs in the 3' terminal portion. The cDNA clone 22, with the
(M.H. and K.S., unpublished data), HC-J1 must belong to sequence of the most 3' terminal portion of the viral genome,
the HCV-US group. contained T-TTTTTTTTTTC at its 3' terminus. This se-
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FIG. 3. Homology of nucleotide and deduced amino acid sequences of the HCV-J and HCV-US genomes. Successive sequences of 99
nucleotides or 33 amino acids are compared. Shades indicate degrees of homology. Numbers of nucleotide and amino acid sequences of the
HCV-J genome are shown.

quence might be the actual 3' terminus of the viral genome,
although other possibilities are that degradation of the tem-
plate RNA may have occurred before addition of adenine
residues by poly(A) polymerase or that the 3' terminus is not
polymerized because of its strong secondary structure, as
observed with other flaviviruses (25). This thymine stretch
and the length of the 3' noncoding region (54 nucleotides) are
similar to those of poliovirus (30), but poliovirus has a
poly(A) tail. Therefore, the 3' terminus of the HCV-J genome
may differ from those of other viruses including flaviviruses.
The genetic information on the HCV-J genome obtained in
this study will be useful in future studies, including those on
infection, proliferation, the pathogenesis of HCV, and de-
velopment of a vaccine.
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